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Marshall County Conservation Board purchased
Grammer Grove in 1967. At that time the area con-
sisted of tim-
ber, pasture
and row
crops. Today
Grammer
Grove pro-
vides a place
for recreation
and outdoor
education.

This 121 acre wildlife refuge is a popular area for
tent campers, bird watchers, hikers, and picnick-
ers. The many diverse habitat types offer numer-
ous opportunities to view wildlife.

The Wisconsin glacier, which occurred 14,000
years ago, covered Mar-
i shall County west of
State Center. The Kan-
san glacier, 1 million
I/ years ago, covered the
¢ rest of Marshall County.
One of these ice sheets,
hundreds to thousands
of feet thick spread
across this area from
arctic Canada about 1 million years ago. When
the ice melted, soil, wood, and boulders from as
far away as Canada were deposited in lowa. This
large granite boulder is a remnant of the last
glacier that covered Grammer Grove.

Extremely cold temperatures and high precipita-
tion helped form the glaciers. When tempera-
tures increased, the ice sheets melted and life
soon reappeared.

Mosses were first. Then later came the ever-
greens: spruces, firs, pine and cedar. Next ap-
peared the deciduous trees such as oaks

and maples

Many species of wildlife make their home at
Grammer Grove including deer and turkey.

Marshall County Conservation Board
2349 233" Street
Marshalltown, 1A 50158
641/752-5490
Email: mcch@marshallcountyia.gov







